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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 119 


[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Transmitting samples of ore from the Sierra Mojada mines... 1061 


Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

December 20, 1879 


Sir: 


I enclose herewith a copy of a letter received from the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
transmitting certain samples of ore for assay, which I forward to you to-day by Express. 


I will thank you to hand the same to your Assayer for examination and furnish this Office 
with a report thereon, in accordance with the request of the Assistant Secretary. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 


Supt. Mint U.S. 
Philadelphia 


[Noted in margins: ] 


Recd. the above sample. 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt Asst. Assayer. 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 119 


[Letter Two:] 
Copy 


Treasury Department 
Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 
December 18, 1879 


Hon. H.C. Burchard 
Director of the Mint 


Sir - 


I transmit herewith certain samples of ore forwarded to the Department by the Collector 
of Customs at Indianola, Texas, as representing an importation made into his district from the 
“Sierra Mojada” mines of Mexico. 


The Collector is unable to decide whether the ore contains a preponderance in weight of 
silver and gold over the baser metals or not, and submits the question to the Department. 


As the classification of the ore for duty depends upon the answer to the question. I will 
thank you to have an assay made, for the purpose of determining it, and to inform me of the 
result. 


Very Respectfully, 
(signed) W.F. French 


Assistant Secretary 


Samples forwarded. 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 119 


[Letter Three: ] 

The Superintendent will please reply, that upon a further examination, the ore “sent by 
the Collector of Customs at Indianola, Texas” is chiefly an iron ore (hematite) and of course the 
“preponderance in weight” is in that metal, very largely. 


There is also a slight amount of copper; but no lead. 


Assayer. 


